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Literature for Personal Growth 


Even the smallest word our topic, 
printed the program without capital 
letter, highly significant. speak 
literature for anything implies purpose— im- 
plies that the inclusion literature the 
curriculum for the sake the effects 
expected have. consider “Literature 
for Personal Growth” consider the choice 
and handling literature for its effects upon 
the hearts and intellects the readers, That 
literature may used secure fortify 
peace, extend inter-racial brotherhood, 
attack economic injustice, and bring im- 
portant historical periods breathing life 
not doubt. But all these matters 
are not here—at least not con- 
sider directly. 

Let begin with Carl Sandburg’s “How 
They Went the Rootabaga Country.” 


Gimme the Ax, you remember, lived 
house where everything was the same 
always had been. 

let his children name themselves. 
The first words they spoke. The boy said, 
“Please Gimme,” and the girl, 
Questions.” 


“After while they began asking each other 
the cool the evening after they had eggs for 
breakfast the morning, Who’s who? How much? 
And what’s the answer? 
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too much too long anywhere,’ said 
the tough old man, Gimme the Ax. 

they sold everything they had, pigs, pastures, 
pepper pickers, pitchforks, everything 
ragbags and few extras. 

“Then took all the spot cash money got 
for everything, Please Gimme, and Ques- 
tions, and went the railroad station. 

“The ticket agent was sitting the window sell- 
ing railroad tickets the same always. 

you wish ticket away and come 
back you wish ticket away and never 
come back?’ the ticket agent asked, wiping sleep out 
his eyes. 

wish ticket ride where the railroad 
tracks run off into the sky and never come back— 
send far the railroad rails and then forty 
ways farther yet,’ was the reply Gimme the Ax. 

“The agent gave them long slick yellow leather 
slab ticket with blue spanch across it. 


“And you start that counry remember 
first you must everything you have, pigs, pastures, 
pepper pickers, pitchforks, put the spot cash money 
ragbag and the railroad station and ask 
the ticket agent for long slick yellow leather slab 
ticket with blue spanch across it.” 


Nonsense? Certainly; and also most ex- 
cellent common sense. This, sadly marred 
abridgment and paraphrasing, the introduc- 
tion the Rootabaga Country, where any- 
thing that beautiful and amusing may hap- 
pen. Whether not Sandburg deliberately 
intended this plea for letting our'minds 
play, for occasionally turning them out 


the English Journal, and secretary the 
Council Teachers English. This address 
was given the Council convention Minneapolis, 
Nov. 23, 1945. 
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frisk like colts lambs pasture, read- 
ily admits that such plea. And 
go-getting, social-reforming, world-transform- 
ing Americans today, the salt the earth, 
need just this habit imaginative play. 
different from absorption competitive 
sports—more relaxing, with quite different 
after effects. 

serious are that today many our 
sixth- seventh-grade youngsters cannot sur- 
render Alice Wonderland. They are un- 
happily conscious the impossibilities and 
the illogical sequences. teacher must 
provide some special introduction, such 
session telling the pupils’ own wildest 
dreams. This breaking through our too com- 
mon fear that indulgence whimsicality may 
make appear foolish more importance 
than the attention can give here would 
indicate. The frequent allusions mature 
writers the Cheshire Cat, the White Queen, 
the Mad Tea Party, show how much they 
must have enjoyed Lewis Carroll’s whimsy 
and how much enriched their inner lives. 
our days strain St. Exupery’s 
Prince, James Thurber’s White Deer, and 
White’s Stewart Little show some writers 
building themselves bowers fantasy for 
momentary escape and refreshment. The pity 
that few are capable sharing 
This same 
freedom the imagination necessary 
the enjoyment such works Wind the 
Willows, Paul Bunyan, Happy 
“The Ancient Mariner,” “The Devil and 
Daniel Lord Dunsany’s plays, 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, and the 
sey. Happy experiences with 
ture not only build power appreciate more 
the same kind but also make direct and 
permanent contribution mental health. 


their hour irresponsibility. 


Let note that the difficulty our “prac- 
tical” people have with fantasy not much 
lack power imagine emotional block- 
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age. For these works fancy and through 
them must work with the feelings our 


But this mental sportiveness only one 
the emotions which should encourage 
and perhaps guide. Now let turn 
something more serious. You probably re- 
member Gibson’s brief poem called 

The poet stands gazing green grocer’s 
stall the lamplight—tomatoes, oranges, and 
golden-green apples. delights these 
colors and thanks God for all his keen youth- 
ful senses, suddenly hears behind him the 
tapping blind man’s stick. (Unfor- 
tunately the paraphrase the rhythm and 
other sound effects are lost. They add notably 
the emotional impact.) 


Such experience relived the reader 
goes much further increase joy living 
and also sympathy for the unfortunate than 
would any admonition. Feelings grow when 
exercised, just muscle does, and tend 
atrophy not 


This buoyant feeling tone common 
our poetry nature. Jackson’s 
tember” and “October” are very simply ex- 
pressed and not ostensibly subjective. 
Gallienne’s “When May Building Her 
House” has music bit more elaborate, and 
Riley’s “When 
the Frost the Punkin,” Carman’s 
Vagabond Song,” Millay’s World,” ex- 
press their different levels this innocent de- 
light the senses. Lanier’s much more 
Marshes Glynn” adds delight 
the sense religious joy. And might 
goon past “Pippa’s Song” Browning’s 
“Saul.” 

“Oh, our manhood’s prime vigor! spirit 

feels waste, 

Not muscle stopped its playing nor 

sinew embraced. 

the wild joys living! the leaping 

from rock rock 


more figurative expression. 


The strong rending bough from the fir 
tree, the cool silver shock 

How good man’s life, the mere living! 
how fit employ 


All the heart and the soul and the senses 
foréver joy.” 


Akin the joy living sympathy with 
heroic action our own brave resolutions. 
Reliving with Joaquin Miller Columbus’s per- 
sistence the face every obstacle and 
even the mate’s on, Sail on, And 
on;” witnessing with Sill “Opportun- 
ity” the king’s son’s saving great cause with 
the sword craven had broken and thrown 
away—these, really enter into them 
imaginatively and feel them rather than 
merely understand them understand 
the history Artaxerxes Philip 
Macedon, make least trifle stouter 
heart. can share even limited ex- 

tent such direct expressions aspiration and 
resolve Guiterman’s give 
hills climb, and strength for climb- 
ing!”), Clough’s Not the Struggle 
Naught Availeth,” not mention Henley’s 
almost hysterically stoic “Invictus,” shall 
making real personal And must 
add that the tough spots life have 
found little encouragement Homer’s 
“steadfast Odysseus,” who without being 
heartless never let grief over losses goods 
friends lower his morale slow his 
action. 


can and should cultivate through school use 
appropriate literature temptation. But 
other aspects our topic demand attention, 
and have not been trailing false scent, 
the emerging curriculum whose birth our 
Council’s commission midwife will 


make much better, well more complete, 
statement, All can here remind 
ourselves that out the heart are the issues 
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life, and that schools which teach facts 
only, even facts and ideas, are not touch- 
ing the most vital part every pupil 
People’s feelings not only dominate 
and sweeten sour their individual lives, and 
the lives their families and close associates; 
they also are more powerful than laws, 
treaties, armies forwarding hindering 
social harmony, economic justice, and world 
peace. rules organization will make 
tigers safe companions bring peace 
yard full game cocks. Doubtless true 
that our social controls have fallen behind our 
technological developments, but the much 
more alarming matter that our hearts have 
not grown larger, warmer, kinder. The usual 
assumption that each person will act, far 
permitted, for his own benefit with 
little regard for the interests others 
shocking—and shameful. Neither the indi- 
vidual, family, national happiness and wel- 
fare can rest upon such foundation. 


this literature for personal growth just 
matter curriculum, choice the right 
literature produce the desired effects upon 
the personalities the pupils students? 
has already been suggested that fantasy, such 
Alice Wonderland may fall quite flat 
and distasteful unless the readers approach 
the right mood. some extent this 
true all literature, personal essays and 
poetry being most affected the readers’ 
mood. (Let pass for today so-called 
free individual reading—not because such 
handling literature isn’t possible desira- 
ble, but because deserves whole paper, 
or, better, whole book. Its problems are 
different, even though its aims are the same.) 


have yet consider explicitly the 
most important means which the readers’ 
feelings are aroused. This is, course, the 
images the story, poem, play. may 
say that the author has provided these. 
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has. But will and can the members our 
classes without stimulation aid perceive 
these clearly? usually assume that they 
do, and are very often much mistaken. City 
children, especially these years when auto- 
mobiles have been immobilized, can more 
than verbalize Jackson’s “September.” 
Pictures color and even grapes smell are 
feeble substitutes for walking along country 
lanes, but better than help. Most college 
students have never seen heath, even 
heather and furze. They may helped 
reading Thomas Hardy instructor’s de- 
scription but they may profit much more 
from pictures such scenes—either stills 
movies—in color possible. Illustrations 
the costumes, and perhaps some the 
architecture Puritan colonial Massachusetts 
will help students relive The Scarlet Let- 
ter, Note that not asking for illustra- 
tions the action these novels; the indi- 
vidual characters and the action should left 
the author and the reader. Has Emerson’s 
“The Rhodora” disappeared from high school 
anthologies? how many this 
room have any clear image the thing that 
moved Emerson? How then, can 
moved? dutifully note idea encased 
quotable couplet, and about our busi- 
ness practically unaffected the poem. 
need concern ourselves very earnestly with 
ensuring that our students have the sensory 
experiences which will enable them re- 
create the images the literature they read. 


Now let suppose that our students have 
had experience the basic elements which 
compose the poet’s novelist’s description 
narrative. This does not itself guarantee 
their seeing and hearing the action scene 
presents. astonishing number peo- 
ple read story much they read the ordi- 
nary history text explanation the 
trade relations between the United States and 
Brazil. They read literature for the gist, 
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for the examinable wonder they 
don’t care for literature! Better 
dance football game even play soli- 
taire than read this blind fashion. the 
college level the teacher calls attention the 
need clear images occasionally asking 
such questions direction from his 
house was Ethan Frome’s barn?” “Do you see 
the fatal toboggan with the oak into which 
Ethan and Mattie crashed? the oak the 
right left the track usually followed?” 
admits that almost any answer right, 
but adds that the reader can not answer 
the question readily did not witness the 
scene, and urges taking time see, hear, 
taste, smell, and even feel muscular strains 
with the author. the elementary school 
the teacher leads pupils represent with 
crayons some the they have 
imagined they read. She also encourages 
dramatizations, which both planning and 
performance necessitate imagining both 
characters and action. The old trick ask- 
ing pupils close their eyes and imagine 
while the teacher some competent pupil 
reads aloud needs followed silent re- 
reading the passage with the same intent 
imagine. 


scenes 


Sound important factor the emo- 
tional effect literature. Those who have 
practically eliminated inner speech their 
study reading need re-instate reading 
poetry, plays, and dialog fiction. The 
rhythm, the tone colors, and the pitch pat- 
tern—the latter too rarely noticed—have 
important part conveying the author’s 
feeling. Here again intricate and fasci- 
nating topic upon which dare not enter. 
may pause only long enough note that 
the oral reader poem much more car- 
ried away its sound than the best silent 
reader. Choral reading every work which 
lends itself such handling excellent 
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means sensitizing young people the 
music poetry and breaking through the 
inhibitions which have prevented them from 
abandoning themselves it. For this purpose 
classroom choral reading quite sufficient, 
probably superior carefully rehearsed and 
staged public performance. the readers 
rather than the audience who profit most. 


far have considered only emotion 
and the images which aroused, 
these were all literature. must now 
conclude our discussion giving due recog- 
nition the intellectual element good 
reading. 


Orgies imagination and emotion might 
extremely unfortunate. true that the 
child feels before thinks, and the psychol- 
ogists say most adults make our decisions 
emotionally and then use our heads find 
good reasons for those decisions. Yet the 
mind can refine and sometimes redirect the 
spontaneous feelings. man who barks his 
shins box walks through the base- 
ment the dark may furiously angry 
the box, which curses language must 
not report. The box not blame, course, 
and the man all intelligent soon 
turns his wrath upon the person who put the 
box there, possibly back upon himself for 
trying walk through the basement the 
dark. 

college sophomores, reading Ethan 
Frome, felt very sorry for the hero, crippled 
body, working his miserable farm, and 
living with two horrible old women. When 
asked what was the initial cause all the 
unhappiness, they soon found their way back 
Ethan’s misfit marriage, and they could see 
that this marriage, some the other 
unfortunate events, the poverty the soil 
and the severity the winters were least 
contributing causes. Going Hardy’s 
Return the Native they saw again environ- 


ment exerting powerful influence upon lives 
and characters. becoming deter- 
minists like Hardy, they became 
saically the weakness and 
wrongdoing others. Perhaps Hawthorne’s 
righteous, sadistic Puritan women exulting 
Hester Prynne’s punishment also helped them 
move nearer the attitude Christ 
when said the woman taken adultery, 


“Go thou, and sin more.” 

The 
Cyrano Bergerac said that the main point 
the book was Cyrano’s making good 
death that breathed his last convent 
had perceived very little human nature 


intolerant 


young lady who after reading 


that romantic play. Her classmate who 
observed that kept the secret his writ- 
ing Christian’s love verses through all the 
years, and then could not bear part for- 
ever from Roxane without revealing that 
was really he, Cyrano, whom she had loved all 
the time, was gaining some insight into 
human strength and weakness. 


Wisdom literature’s great gift us. 
wisdom, mean, partly, attaching the right 
feelings the right things causes, the 
Ethan Frome example. Expressed another 
way may called understanding people, 
including ourselves. may speak 
understanding is, judging with 
some accuracy what results are likely fol- 
low from any act course action. 


Not long ago were looking Frost’s 
“Death the Hired Man” part brief 
study the difference between the stories 
verse and those prose. 


our examination noted that Warren 
and Mary regarded Silas quite differently. 
When asked which was right, some said 
Warren, some said Mary, and few saw that 
both were right. Silas was ne’er-do-well, 
irresponsible, but was also human being 
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The Time for Poetry 


IvAH GREEN* 


“The time for poem about robin hop- 
ping the lawn,” said Dr. Dora Smith, 
speaking assembly elementary teach- 
ers, when the robin seen hopping the 
lawn, and not fifteen minutes after three.” 


only that message could sink into the 
consciousness all our elementary teach- 
ers, how much more joy classroom living 
they and their pupils would experience! all 
the opportunities for poems were made use 
the very moments when they occurred, 
poetry would get such impetus one can 
hardly imagine. And what wealth im- 
agery, rhythm, and sound pictures would find 
its way into the minds and hearts impres- 
sionable children! 

Fortunately, not all teachers are indif- 
ferent situations calling for poetry was 
certain one who failed utterly (although she 


never knew it), see the time for poetry. 


“It was the first snowfall the year,” 
she said, had begun just the pupils 
were being called from their play. They 
wanted stay outside and watch the ‘big 
flakes come down,’ but wouldn’t let them. 
never would have got them down work 
had. sent them all their seats and 
told them get work. Two small boys 
were very reluctant go, and after awhile, 
missed them: they were not their seats. 
What you Without permission 
they had gone behind the stove. There they 
had opened the window and 
their heads out the snow would fall into 
their faces. Believe me, hustled them back 
their seats hurry and kept them after 
MAKE THAT LOST TIME.” 


*Rural Supervisor, Dept. Public Instruction, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 


sad story, but true one. That was the 
time for poetry. only teacher, too, had had 
the wisdom and the daring have “wasted 
time,” and stuck face out the window 
for the snowflakes fall on, while she spoke 
the lines Mary Mapes Vorse’s White 

Little white feathers 
Filling the air— 

Little white feathers! 
How came you there? 


came from the cloud-birds 
Flying high, 

Shaking their white wings 
the sky. 

Little white feathers 
Swiftly you go! 

Little white snowflakes, 
love you so! 


are swift because 

But look us, 

And will kiss 


(“Look and will kiss you!” 
And those little boys, who could not resist 
the lure the downy flakes the cool after- 
noon air, had done exactly that.) only 
that teacher had taken time, before the pupils 
went into the schoolhouse, stand with 
them while the flakes fell all their faces, 
while she spoke those lines! Or, better still, 
they had known the poem well enough 
they could have spoken concert. 


The time for poetry may come any odd 
moment school day. The time for poem 
about airplanes isn’t fifteen minutes before 
two, but when the airplane zooming over- 
head. Eyes are lifted, ears cocked listen. 
Right that moment the time for few 
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lines about planes, flying. The time for 
poem about rain when rain pattering 
the windows, and the children have their eyes 
turned watch the rain drops despite 
teacher’s efforts restrain them. Why not 
make the moment memorable with Rowena 
Bennett’s reminder about rain. 


The rain, they say, mouse-grey horse 
That shod with silver shoe; 

The sound his hoofs 

Can heard the roofs 

gallops the whole night 


Work need not stop, nothing need 
changed, Pupils will have heard unforgettable 
words, and when again the rain falls their 
windows, they will recall the feeling hear- 
ing the mouse-grey horse, even they not 
remember all the words. Rain will become 
them something apart from mere water beat- 
ing against the house. they hear the poem 
again and again, they will soon know it, and 


the teacher will longer need say for 


them when the rain comes. She has done her 
noblest part saying for them the first 
few times, and doing without appearing 
aware what she doing. fact, the 
more unaware the pupils she can seem 
some moments that call for poetry, the 
deeper will its significance. The children 
are not being made listen. The teacher 
merely thinking out loud about rain and en- 
joying her own thoughts. 


What perfect build-up teachers would 
have for the naturalness poetry their 
schools they could put their thoughts in- 
stantly the lines poetry that fit into 
the dozens opportunities for poetry dur- 
ing school day! The possibilities are 
endless they are varied. Perhaps it’s while 
the pupils are getting into their seats after the 
bell has rung. Emily Dickinson’s 
might set the mood for perfect day. Per- 
haps windy morning. Have the pupils 


heard that wind cat that prowls 
night”? This poem Ethel Roming Fuller 
will found More Silver Pennies. 


Think how pupils would benefit ap- 
preciation lovely words put unusual 
setting teachers had store bits 
poetry ready for any appropriate moment. 
Think, too, how incidentally their own ap- 
preciation life would enhanced, and how 
they would help inspire their pupils crea- 
tiveness some future day. Christopher 
Morley says, can creativeness 
except from one’s spillover. You cannot get 
from meager little half filled cup.” 
giving pupils poetry odd, appropriate 
moments, you can fill your pupils’ cups full 
and over-flowing well your own. 


remember that any time the time 
for poetry the best way make pupils 
aware that poetry plays great spiritual part 
their daily lives—that poetry not thing 
make great to-do about. need not 
saved only for particular time the day, 
for special calling together and settling 
selves chairs, all eyes the teacher and 
hands folded just so. 


There are surely some times day 
when teacher has breathing 
the day’s occupation”—when she could 
let fall line two humor inspiration. 
Perhaps rest period when each small 
child gets his blanket rug and settles him- 
self for quiet nap dreamy relaxedness. 
might make the rest time calmer if, while 
she tucks the blankets, teacher quotes 
these lines: 


Little Child, Good Child, sleep, 
The tree-toads purr, and the peepers peep; 
Under the apple-tree grass grows deep; 
Little Child, Good Child, 
help children realize that any time 
may the time for poetry, teacher will 
need create atmosphere where that idéa 
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will She will let many poems 
possible come naturally some actual normal 
situation. she has built happy class- 
room atmosphere, and shows her own pleasure 
reading reciting, children’s enjoyment 
will come natural result. She needs only 
have hand, her desk, one two vol- 
umes poems the kind she most likely 
need. Then with dozens opportunities 
for poem, and with dozens poems her 
mind choose from for any particular situa- 
tion, she will giving children the most 
natural and beautiful association with poetry 
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Would take 
too much time? What time for? 


that one could ever devise. 


Acknowledgment hereby made the 
following for permission reprint verses: 


Charles Scribner’s Sons for “Snowflakes” 
from POETRY BOOK Huffard, 
Carlisle, and Ferris. 

Follett Publishing Company for 
Rain” from SONGS FROM AROUND 
TOADSTOOL TABLE. 

Mrs. McK. Gifford for “Evening Song” 
from CRACK O’DAWN. 
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with pride and some real wish useful, 
pitied his extremity weakness and 
poverty. 

The illustrations just given show growth 
wisdom through imaginative vicarious 
experience which literature offers. each 
case the experience engaged the feelings, but 
needed followed reflection. Mere 
experience, uninterpreted, isn’t enough. Many 
people fail learn from their actual experi- 
ences because they not analyze them 
attempt see cause-and-effect relationships. 
teachers should give much thought 
stimulating our students profitable 
reflection what they have read. This does 
not mean that every selection should fol- 
lowed long moralizing discussion. For- 
tunately, great literature its very content 
and structure invites reflection, and often 
makes the right conclusion easy reach. 
stimulation reflection needed, simple 
questions are usually sufficient: What does the 
author think this character? How does 
the author feel toward this character? 
What this story, poem play made 
seem the author worth writing? Note that 
these not, rule, ask Was Ethan right 
wrong? What you think Eustacia 
Vye? but, What does the author think? 


Ethan Frome, The Scarlet Letter, and 
The Return the Native are all collegiate, 
but would easy show that from the 
primary grades up, literature may help chil- 
dren and adolescents attach the right feel- 
ings the right things and understand 
human nature. very popular 
with second-graders; Husband Who Was 
the Pea” and Emperor’s New Clothes,” 
Robinson Crusoe, Little Women, The Hoosier 
Schoolmaster are just few the multitude 
books and selections which both felt and 
understood make children the elementary 
school wiser and happier. 


Let sum what have been trying 
say viewing our problem from differ- 
ent angle. The author good story, play 
poem either imagined remembered what 
has set down, and has written out 
for because moved him—he was amused, 
saddened, elated, perhaps filled with aspira- 
tion this imaginative actual experience 
which idea usually essential ele- 
ment. will our boys and girls be, 
choose wisely the literature offer, and give 
them necessary help reliving the author’s 
experiences, and reflecting upon them 
when reflection seems necessary. 


Creative Writing Project 


ANNABELLE WAGNER 


began creative writing project with 
but one had desire write 
that was almost obsession. might never 
have started the project had not read, 
some paper other, article with the sug- 
gestion that one wishes write, and one 
wanted one’s work, one should start paper 
his church community. went the 
principal the school the next day and 
asked permitted start paper. 


There are many things attached getting 
out paper besides starting one. Only burn- 
ing ambition could have driven past all the 
troubles and tribulations ahead me. The 
first little sheet was penned! was fun—for 
couple editions—and then the interest 
went the flue. second attempt didn’t 
run that far—in fact never got off the 
press; I’d tried mimeograph sheet 
machine that was fine—at blotching. Then 
went girl town another school with 
such project operation and got data from 
her for getting paper printed. The third 
time got off full start. 

twelve page paper, the spacing will 
run approximately third for news items and 
pictures; third for outside material (other 
classes the building) and third for which 
the teacher herself will have responsible. 
Then the next thing she will have guard 
against the danger that few children 
might produce all. But the prime reason 
for school paper cultivate sincere and 
effective writing rather than train few 
journalists, order get around the bottle 
neck, one should encourage the prolific one 
choose his best work and then let him 
judge from that which will best with 
the contents the paper whole. 


Once teacher known have cer- 
tain interest least half her problem 
solved; the children will look forward 
doing that type work when they get 
her room. fact, she becomes integral 
part their growing process. 


have brought the subject the 
school paper, because writing project will 
let for the product. The teacher’s praise 
grows stale after time. The admiration 
the class will soon centered the most 
prolific one the group and even that will 
soon fail the spur produce. Oc- 
casionally one can find paper magazine 
that will accept children’s work but again 
only the exceptional child who will get 
recognition there. certainly too bad that 
school boards not supply sufficient funds 
get such project under way each 
school under their supervision and help 
weather the storm whenever need arises. 
Often had contribute extra cash myself. 
But know other project that can 
effectively reach into every corner school. 


Some children literally seem born 
with pencil their fists; others have 
sweat over the simplest lines. was one 
the latter contributions from which gather- 
the most satisfaction. The first printed 
edition our paper contained three line 
poem about cloud. had come from the 
biggest nuisance the class—wasn’t much 
even for three lines and had only been 
dropped case some fillers were needed. 
The seemed get intense per- 
sonal satisfaction out it, though, and 

1Arlington, 
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course that fact impressed quite firmly 
mind reason for three line fillers. Six 
years later, walked the avenue one night 
behind decidedly furious individual 
string bean proportions who kicked every- 
thing his path. corner stopped and 
turned. Seeing waited. 
me?” asked. said did. Then said, 
you still got the Mackinzette?” (The 
school paper). replied affirmatively. 
wrote poem for once,” said, “remem- 
ber said did—mentioned the cloud. 
“Is that all you know about it?” asked. 


listen,” said, six years since 
you wrote that poem. remember was 
nice little bit about cloud and that’s lot 
more than can tell you about lot poems 
this year’s paper even. You don’t expect 
memorize the paper, you?” 


“But you thought good,” asked, 
“and that’s why you remember it? And you 
don’t think I’m good, you?” reassured 
him and studied seriously for minute 
and then shouted, long, seeing 
you”—and galloped off whistling like lark. 
The three lines had stood him good stead 
black corner around which couldn’t see 
but out which much personal satis- 
faction. 

Outside the usual run riming words 
and pet stories the acrostic good with 
which begin juggle words. Once the 
idea behind one established give the child 
his own name base for him work on; 
use your own pattern and don’t 
pedantic about it. Recently gave such 
lesson. name happens too long 
start with used this: 

J—Japanese planes 

P—Pearl Harbor. 
After Jap, used several other three letter 
words. Then wrote name the board 
and told the class see what could 
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done with adding didn’t mind 
sounded like joke when they got through. 
This what the combined efforts the class 
produced two minutes board work— 
actually timing—while they ran back and 
forth with ideas: 

B-ig 

E-nergetic 

R-aw boned 

G-irl 

F-ound 

E-lizabeth’s 

L-ost 

D-og. 
This put them jolly frame mind and 
the end thirty minute period had 
about dozen good ones based their own 
names. 

Lyon made dash down the same alley 

and turned this up: 

L-ittle 

Y-ellow 

O-bedient 

N-umb skull 


It’s worth noting because shows 
definite sense humor and experimentation. 
There’s good head 

smiled and did: 

A-dell 

D-id 

E-nough 

L-anguage 

L-ast night 
hard worker and good one but 
Barbara’s soulful one. Barbara’s read: 

B-eing 

Real 

Blooded 

American 

Requires 

Allegiance. 
Doloras who has good sense humor turn- 
out this one: 


Dear 
Old 
Little 
Oliver, 
Robert 
Ate 
Having gotten this far decided wait 
few days and give the class riming acros- 
tic. didn’t want one from any book—partly 
because don’t believe giving the least 
hint turning one and partly because 
discouraging the children. didn’t even 
want get one too smooth from 
waited and scribbled one out brief period 
while the class was writing lesson. I’ve had 
number poems published. adult maga- 
zines but wanted something THEY could 
do. This sample: 
for Washington who fought 
make free; 
A—is found greatness—begins Ability; 
S—is for standards work and play. 
H—is for the hero honor today. 
I—is for independence for and for 
you 
for never for name and for new. 
G—is for govern—they elected him chief, 
for trials beyond all belief. 
O—is for over—those black days are past. 
for the nation. built last. 
few weeks later Hallowe’en was ap- 
proaching and tried the pupils some 
real poems. This time put several first lines 
the board: 
black cat’s shining his whiskers 
There’s cobweb swinging the attic 
That old broom down the cellar 


Pumpkin, grinning the cornfield 
However, the first lines turned just about 


anywhere the poems after the class had 
really gotten down work them and 
some even discarded them after time. The 
poems themselves were good any one 
finds the little poetry magazines would- 
poets adulthood. 
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Imagination runs classes—or doesn’t. 
Often there simply because 
favorite gifted with and inspiration 
the rest. Children don’t think like grown- 
ups. learned that sorrow two edi- 
tions the paper. The one teacher col- 
leagues spoke the least encouragingly about 
was gobbled instantly its world the 
fry. 


There’s guarantee where the urge 
write will strike when why. For two 
years and half had little Scot sit through 
project and glower—but suddenly one 
day approached and asked al- 
lowed organize boys’ writing club. With 
his attitude mind and that boys gen- 
eral, tried discourage him but was 
adamant and finally gave in. “I’m going 
reporter,” said from the top his 
eleven year pinnacle, “and ain’t got much 
time.” Evidently the glower had screened 
dream, for his plan was well defined. The 
boys should meet once week, read the 
stories they had written, and discuss them 
and there would party the end the 
year and should award prizes for the best. 
said, “will keep them interested 
and writing.” They did some work and sur- 
prisingly twenty-four the forty-nine boys 
approached joined his club. The club, 
though, was probably the harvest ten 
years’ work functioned only the half 
the last year. 


One thing one has guard against 
cultivate lot young plagiarists. I’ve seen 
great deal work exhibited that 
definitely and I’ve so-called 
original work articles teachers that had 
been copied least part the young 
contributor. 


was 


one seizes moments per- 
sonal emotional experience through which 
the group passing one can perhaps get the 
best results and run the least risk plagiar- 
izing. 


Important Language Activities 

What should instruction composition 
language for the intermediate grade 
pupil? Such instruction should make possi- 
ble for him engage those language 
activities, written oral, which does 
engage and which should engage regu- 
larly any group which finds himself 
member. not necessary this time, 
perhaps, list all those activities, 
order serve reminder and bring our 
thinking common ground would 
well name few the more important 
ones: 


Taking part conversations and dis- 
cussions, including the making intro- 
ductions and the use the telephone. 

Making reports personal experiences 
and special topics. 

Writing letters, friendly and business. 

Telling and writing stories, original 
reproduced. 

Giving reviews books read, radio 
programs heard, and movies seen. 

Making announcements and notices. 

Giving descriptions, particularly 
articles and persons. 

Giving directions. 

This brief list only the more important 
language activities much too inclusive, 
would like narrow the subject even 
more and select only one activity, that 
making reports, and consider this activity 
comes into the daily experiences inter- 
mediate grade school children. 


Required knowledge, skills, and attitudes 
ask ourselves the personal question: 


Language the Intermediate 
Grades 


ELIZABETH 
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“How did learn make reports?” the 
chances are that the majority those this 
room would reply that they had had 
very little definite instruction how make 
any kind report when the intermedi- 
ate grades. Even high school and college, 
instruction making reports too often con- 
sists the admonition “Pick out the impor- 
tant ideas whatever you are going report 
on.” The ability make reports has come 
(many us, least) through sad 
experience. Many people have just blundered 
onto the techniques making reports. 


order take part this language 
activity, making reports, 
grade pupil must have very definite under- 
standings, skills, and attitudes. going 
have these must receive definite in- 
struction how the things: 

Knowing how choose subject for 

report. 

Telling enough make report in- 

teresting. 

Keeping the subject the report. 

Telling things correct order. 

Finding information subject. 

Taking notes from reading matter. 

Arranging notes into paragraphs. 

Adjusting vocabulary one’s audi- 

Reporting information accurately. 

10. Making outline talk from. 

11. Using illustrative material. 


1Colorado State College Education, Greeley, Colo. 
This paper was read the Minneapolis meeting the 
National Council Teachers English, Nov. 23, 
1945. 


‘ 
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Any one these eleven distinct instruc- 
tional jobs will take indefinite number 
lessons develop. The third, for example, 
“keeping the subject the report,” may 
never learned some people. Irrelevant 
facts may brought because inability 
the person making the report see relation- 
ships. The reporter may reminded some- 
off wide tangent. Some learning likely 
taking place any time this one 
skill, the subject.” Failure 
this any these different phases 
making report not peculiar intermedi- 
ate grade children. Inability make good 
reports sometimes very evident people 
with advanced education. 


Instruction making reports needs 
begin the grades. More emphasis will 
placed upon the intermediate grades 
than the primary grades because skill 
needed more often the older children. The 
reports that younger children give are 
personal experiences and some these 
skills are not needed primary children. 
primary child, reporting personal ex- 
perience, would need knowledge and 
skill keeping the subject, telling things 
correct order, reporting accurately, and 
possibly using illustrative material. report 
personal experience does not call for 
skill finding information, taking notes, ar- 
ranging notes into paragraphs, adjusting vo- 
cabulary one’s audience making 
outline. And these are the more difficult 
skills the one big language activity 
learning how make reports. These last 
named skills are needed more and more 
child progresses through the intermediate 


grades and through junior and senior high 
schools. 


Planning definite lessons 
definite lesson should given each 
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skill and should explain the meaning that 
skill, show how that skill used correctly, 
and give both immediate and delayed practice 
using 


For example, teacher wants give chil- 
dren practice choosing topic. not 
productive good results admonish 
child interesting subject.” The 
question makes subject interesting?” 
needs discussed. Two people need 
considered answering that question: the 
reporter and the listener. The reporter should 
choose topic that concerns something that 
has enjoyed doing, seeing, hearing, read- 
ing about. The reporter should also consider 
his audience well able. Will this 
topic interest audience? Two rules should 
grow out such discussion: “Choose 
topic which you are interested,” and 
“Choose topic that you think will interest 
your audience.” Another question con- 
sidered is: “Should any one choose topic 
about which knows little nothing, 
topic about which can get informa- 
tion?” This question, reworded into state- 
ment, would give third rule guide child 
selecting topic: topic about 
which you know about which you can find 
information.” Another rule governing the 
choosing topics that should developed 
through discussion is: topic should 
small enough for child tell well his 
These rules, developed 
through discussion and illustrations will serve 
criteria children they have later op- 
portunities practice this skill choosing 
topic. They should also serve criteria 
evaluating topics reports that will 
given throughout the year. 


time.” 


One boy fifth grade wanted give 
report why fresh fruits 
were necessary the success early trips 
exploration, back the days Columbus. 
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came questions science, his report was 
over the heads the fifth grade. Some 
the comments following the report were 
the effect that, “Paul knew what was 
talking about but didn’t understand very 
well,” “It wasn’t very interesting 
because all those strange words.” The 
whole class had practical expereince 
listening report the subject which was 
unwisely chosen. They had first hand experi- 
ence with two rules, probably the simplest 
ones: “Choose topic that interests you (the 
class will interested.” The last rule was 
violated this instance. 


this particular report the impor- 
tance fresh fruits and vegetables the 
diet, very technical discussion vitamins 
was included. Two other rules concerning 
the choosing topic were well demon- 
strated. topic about which you 
and “Choose topic about 
which you can find Paul knew 
great deal about vitamins and their impor- 
tance man and knew where for 
more information. 


know something’ 


came his report 
loaded with several books from the college 
library. flourished charts and tables 
talked. Another rule choosing topics 
was violated: topic that not too 
broad.” Paul took entire period give 
his report and result one else had 
opportunity make reports. 


discussion preparatory giving re- 
ports class could asked what they could 
report on. What interesting things have you 
done since were together last June? re- 
sponse just such query five children 
wanted report spills and other exciting 
incidents with bicycles. With little en- 
couragement one child changed his subject 
report the difficulties that had had 
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harvesting his late garden crop. This helped 
point the meaning the rule “Choose 
topic that will interesting the class.” 
Too many bicycle incidents might grow mo- 
notonous. One child wanted report 
trip the mountains. When the class was 
asked what they thought that topic, one 
more thoughtful child said that sounded 
though the report would long and possibly 
boring. The child changed his topic one 
about three amusing accidents. little girl 
wanted tell about her recent trip Idaho. 
was pointed out again that her topic would 
probably mean report that was too long for 
her share time and that might not 
interesting hear about the whole trip. She 
narrowed down telling about the amuse- 
ment their car over disappearing town 
and very sleepy little sister. 


simple device help direct child’s 
thinking subjects for reports provide 
the class with list ready made 
The preliminary directions could explain that 
some these topics would interesting, 
some too broad, some uninteresting, and for 
some would hard for fifth grade class 
find information. 

Trees 

“Sugaring Off” Party 

Ripening Tomatoes Cool Base- 

ment Room 

The Atomic Bomb 
Skiing 
Learning Stand Skiis 
Bears 
Bear Our Back Door 
How Make Television Set 
Experience with Television 

Radio City 
11. Raking Leaves 
12. Bonfire Lunch 


— 


Some these topics could easily ruled 
out for more than one reason. The subject 


“Trees” too broad and would not in- 
teresting. “Raking Leaves” not interest- 
ing; “How Make Television too 
broad, not very interesting the majority 
fifth graders and probably has available 
information fifth grade level. Such 
exercise would give discriminating practice 
the skill choosing suitable subjects. The 
topic “Trees” could broken into much 
smaller topics. For example: “How Big Trees 
are Cut Down”; That Are Native 
the Mountains Colorado”; Matches 
Are Sugaring Off” Party. These 
four smaller topics would help illustrate 
the fact that information about topic can 
secured from books, magazines, pamphlets, 
newspapers personal experiences, recent 
issue the Saturday Evening Post has well- 
written and illustrated article how the 
giant redwoods California are cut down 
which would apply the first topic. For 
the second topic government bulletins 
National Parks could used. Information 
the making matches would probably 
secured from encyclopedia. 
off party could very well the report 
the personal experiences older relative 
some pupil the class. 


After setting some standards rules 
concerning choose topic”, further 
experience this single skill can gained 
through studies material the science 
class. There the intermediate grade pupil 
will need even more guidance and instruction 
how choose topic than when giving 
reports personal experiences, because 
knows less about the subject, sometimes prac- 
tically nothing, and because knows little 
nothing about where get informaton the 
subject. His lack knowledge make 
almost impossible for him choose topic 
that not broad. his choice subjects 
unguided pretty sure choose such 
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big idea that discouraged the outset, 
result, develops hearty dislike for reports. 


One the dullest children class was 
member group five which was prepar- 
ing report some brief and simple mater- 
ial concerning Pueblo Indians. With sug- 
gestion from the teacher and little help 
from one member her group she gave 
short report eight ten sentences the 
Kiva: what looked like; how was en- 
tered; who could enter it; what was used 
timidity that makes the child tense and fright- 
ened when called upon anything she 
gave one the best reports out class 
twenty-five. was sharply pointed lesson 
the teacher who was trying help the 
children improve their abilities give re- 
ports. helped illustrate the children, 
well the teacher, the importance 
the rule, topic that not too 


broad.” 


Following the lessons 
lessons should planned for the skill, 
“telling enough report.” Such instruction 
could include good and bad examples re- 
ports that the teacher provides good and 
bad examples from reports given the class. 
The two reports previously described would 
serve two examples: the one vitamins 
went into too great detail, and told too much. 
The report the Kiva was better. 


The teacher could furnish examples: some 
interesting and quite complete; others con- 
taining only five six sentences and those 
very general. The pupils could think ques- 
tions which they would like have answered 
concerning the brief reports. The following 
generalization guiding principle could 
worked out the class concerning “telling 
enough you not tell enough 
your report, your listeners will not 
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interested and they will not learn much 
about the topic. 


The ability “keep the topic,” not 
acquired through sharp admonition, “Keep 
the subject. Don’t off different 
Illustrations from children’s own re- 
ports could used. Again referring 
fifth grade class: one child was reporting 
the topic Indian’s Clothes.” few 
the sentences told about his physical appear- 
ance: hair, color, height, cheek bones. The 
rest the report did concern clothes, The 
question: “What should done that re- 
port improve it?” was asked the group 
listening. The reply was, “Either leave out 
those few sentences that didn’t keep the 
subject change the topic from ‘The 
Indian’s Clothes’ Indian’s Appear- 


> 


ance. 


> 


ideas.’ 


Other illustrations reports that fail 
keep the subject, either actual reports 
from the class some written the teach- 
er, would provide further practice this one 
ability keeping the subject. 


The three small instructional jobs that 
have been considered this point have 
been definite language period activities. 
each new small learning and skill acquired 
should used all occasions where 
needed: for social studies science reports, 
for school news school bulletin board 
for school quarterly magazine, for Scout 
Campfire reports. Any reports that inter- 
mediate grade children have occasion make 
should done the light rules set 
and should evaluated with those same rules 
principles mind. When learning tak- 
ing place and habits are being established 
exceptions should allowed occur 
practicing those skills. 


The teaching any one skill the lan- 
guage activity making reports requires 
that teacher plan for and provide—first: 
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definite lessons develop the knowledge, 
skills attitudes necessary; second: adequate 
opportunities for the pupils engage the 
activity situations other than language 
class; third: opportunities evaluate results 
the light standards set up. 


IV. Other aspects language instruction 
far what has been said concerning this 
one language activity, making reports, has 
centered around the aspect, 
say.” addition helping child with the 
problem something say there are other 
aspects language instruction that must 
taken care of. This true for any the 
eight ten major language activities well 
for the single one making reports. Inter- 
mediate grade pupils need definite teaching 
how clear and exact writing speak- 
ing; whether they are carrying discussions, 
giving reviews books, radio programs 
movies, giving directions doing any the 
other more important language requirements. 
They also need definite instruction and con- 
stant help correct usage. addition 
these three aspects teaching any language 
activity, children also need instruction 
some the social graces that are required 
any these more important activities. 


What does teacher need keep mind 
when making plans for the other three aspects 
language activities? help child ex- 
press himself with greater clearness and ex- 
actness she needs consider the following 
abilities: 

The ability choose the best words. 

The ability use sentences rather 

than groups words, when such are 
needed. 

The ability explain words phrases 

The ability use the punctuation 

marks necessary make the meaning 
clear. 
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This true story. wish could say 
that success story. However, like most 
other stories the path threaded with both 
success and failure, but most all with 
delays and frustrations that demand patience, 
consideration, and compromises. have been 
asked tell you the story our grammar- 
usage program was developed co- 
ordination with full curriculum revision 
the expressional phases the language pro- 
gram through Grade 
Twelve the Seattle Public Schools. order 
that you may understand how this program 
grew, shall tell you something the situa- 
tion which was developed, something 
the procedures which worked, and 
picture the full program into which the 
supporting program fits. 


The City Seven Hills 

the hundreds miles Puget Sound and 
lake-front boulevards, where every turn 
there are water, fir-tipped hills, and snowy 
peak the distance, you would probably ask 
why study grammar anyway? have asked 
ourselves that question many times. think 
have answered the question satisfactorily. 


Seattle new city. Today buildings 
rise forty-two stories where less than seventy- 
five years ago stood the tall trees and forbid- 
ding coastal hills. myself have seen primeval 
forests give way golf courses and exclusive 
residental sections, and have watched hills 
flattened for expanding business districts, To- 
day one our water-front hotels rises 
height equal the height the hill that was 


Developing Course Study 
Language 


STERLING’ 


sluiced into the bay give level foundation 
for the hostelry. Seventy-five years ago there 
were railroads into the settlement. was 
May 1874 when those sturdy pioneers 
began lay their own spur because the ter- 
minal the transcontinental road had been 
diverted from Seattle. The first school, 
started January 1854, ran for three 
months, and 1855 second term was open- 
the home the missionary preacher. 


knowledge the rapid growth the 
Northwest Country important under- 
standing the changes that have taken place 
the school program today. important, 
also, know that the revision our present 
language program occurred during the war 
years, 1938 1944, when Seattle was shift- 
ing from outpost city five-hundred 
thousand, with metropolitan area over 
million. Yes, changes are sharp the West 
and often come the most unexpected ways. 


Changes the language program have 
been sharp, also, and many ways compar- 
able the growth evident the city itself. 
These changes are, however, peaks the firm 
foundation curriculum instructional pro- 
gram. Curriculum work Seattle 
charge one the assistant superintendents. 
There are directors for the language arts, for 
social studies, for science, and for mathema- 
tics, well for the special fields art, 
music, and physical education. Curriculum 
study and growth steady, continuous pro- 


1Director the language arts the Seattle Public 
Schools. This paper was read the Minneapolis meet- 


ing the National Council Teachers English, 
Nov. 23, 


1945. 
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cess which there stated periods, say 
once five once ten years, more 
less general upheaval when entire subject 
everhauling and general rejuvenation. 
1930 the composition program had been re- 
vised, but that time most the emphasis 
was placed the mechanical phases the 
work, leaving the general pattern much 
had been for good many years. There had 
been for some time feeling among the 
teachers that there should more uniformity 
among schools and clearer understanding 
among teachers the purposes underlying 
the whole business expression. Actual 
study the problem began 1938. The 
most significant feature the whole pro- 
cedure that the movement began with 
teachers, that was carried teachers, 
and that has been generally accepted 
teachers full school program throughout 
the city. 

The initial step was series regional 
meetings held the junior high schools. 
Principals and teachers from the elementary 
schools and from the junior and senior high 
schools attended these meetings. There was 
set program. The general question, 
need about the language pro- 
gram?” was tossed out the group. The 
meetings were somewhat discouraging the 
leaders, who had rather definite ideas 
the direction the language program should 
These meetings, however, far 
teachers were concerned, had two very defi- 
nite values. They gave teachers oppor- 
tunity speak their minds. They were 
first step the direction city-wide pro- 
gram which led very desirable end—that 
having each level see and understand the 
problems that precede and follow their own 
particular grade. 


The thinking these meetings may 
summarized under two headings. There was 
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1938 decided tendency the part 
all teachers shift and 
blame someone else for any type failure. 
There was, also, the minds far too many 
teachers the unjustifiable belief that 
edge grammar would solve all the prob- 
lems the language teacher. the six 
years that have worked together both 
these distorted opinions have been thoroughly 
aired, dried, and most schools relegated 


the shelf. 


How much did accomplish? not 
wish leave the impression that met 
with success along the way that today 
every teacher accord has the ability 
carry out the program which has been set 
up. Nevertheless, the accomplishment far 
greater than could have hoped for six 
years ago. The majority teachers have 
understanding the program and are able 
carry out the presentation outlined. 
Professional classes the course study are 
demand, and meetings for consideration 


special phases the work are always well 
attended. 


Program Cooperation 

How did work? The committee work 
was carried under the direction core 
coordinating committee composed one 
representative from the primary, one from 
the intermediate, one from the junior high 
school, and one from each year the senior 
high school. Each member the coordinat- 
ing Committee was turn chairman hori- 
zontal committee representing his division 
level. addition, there were separate ver- 
tical committees for developing the sequences 
oral work, written work, letter writ- 
ing and such detailed sections library 


work, pronunciation, punctuation, and gram- 
mar usage. 


way parenthesis, perhaps should 
explain that our entire program from Kinder- 
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garten through Grade Twelve built the 
theory sequential learning. gradation 
presentations emphases set for each 
particular level adapted the individual 
group needs that grade. agree with 
Dr. that sequence involved 
all learning activity. This sequence de- 
termined part the nature the child 
and his successive levels maturation and 
part the nature the content learned, 
which itself has necessary sequence 
many cases. Some things must learned 
before others because they are involved 
later learning; some things must learned be- 
fore others because children’s minds are not 
mature enough understand the complexi- 
ties advanced learning earlier stage.” 


Our program grammar usage one 


progressions which fit into our general pro- 
gram language training. 


necessary also explain that the 
language program the same time flexible 
and inflexible, paradox that very clear 
from examination any one the 
double-page spreads. The activity experi- 
ence program full suggestions the 
types experiences desirable and found use- 
ful. teacher is, however, urged and ex- 
pected develop these materials according 
the interests and ability range the children. 
the other hand, the supporting program 
fixed and every group according its 
needs and according the ability each 
child have experience all the skills 
listed for that level. 


The Principles Underlying the Course 
The language program built the 
theory that language communication and 
that all speaking and writing are creative 
the sense that they present 


own thinking. The program set under 


2G. Buswell, the Newer Methods 
Teaching.” The Elementary School Journal, 
(September, 1945) 14-22. 


three main headings, which represent the 
three fundamental abilities essential all 
phases expression. They are the ability 
think, which includes reading, listening, and 
all forms acquisition and organization 
materials and ideas; the ability speak; and 
the ability All mechanical phases 
the language program, such the use refer- 
ence materials, the development ability 
organize and outline, command sen- 
tence structure, punctuation, and the forms 
language, are merely supporting agencies 
the fundamental purpose clear convey- 
ance thought. have, therefore, al- 
located each grade certain specific phases 
learning introduced each level. 
These materials are not isolated sections 
blocks learning, but are rather inherent 
and resulting from the needs that arise 
the program speaking and writing. 
agree with the Commission the Secondary 
School Curriculum the Progressive Educa- 
tion Association their statement concern- 


ing the approach the teaching gram- 


“The student’s needs (for grammar) 
might competently analyzed under the fol- 
lowing headings: 

express meanings 

understand meanings 

use language develop his own 

thoughts and organize his thinking 

avoid the kind speech writing 


which might certain situations brand 
him illiterate.” 


believe that any program involving 
the study grammar, sentence structure, 
and punctuation should related the 
actual speaking and writing experiences 
the individual the group. concur 
with the Commission that often drill neces- 
sary for learning for developing habit with 
reference skills, but feel, further- 


Education Association, Language 
General Education. New York: Appleton-Century 
Company, 1940, 81. 
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more, that all drill materials should, far 
possible, developed within the group and 
are used fix understood concept and 
fulfill need which the learner con- 
scious. 


order insure progression acquir- 
ing skills and guard against serious omis- 
sions, the sequences the supporting program 
were determined two ways. First, the 
teachers were asked submit those points 
which they felt were essential each particu- 
lar grade. These came from all teachers 
the city. They were organized, revised, 
submitted teachers for analysis, and re- 
adjusted several times during the develop- 
ment the course study. These results 
then were carefully checked against the best 
research the country and the best 
books available. There clear understand- 
ing among all teachers that these allocations 
are only guide lines and that within any 
group there may many three levels 
accomplishment. These allocations mark 
presentation points only and thorough pro- 
gram maintenance expected all levels. 


assist the teacher establishing and 
maintaining standards and make learning 
easy for the pupils, Seattle developed its own 
set standards for study, for speaking, and 
for writing, and published these two guide- 
books, which are placed the hands all 
students. There one book for grades four 
six and one for junior and senior high 
school. Seattle has discarded the word 
“mastery” and for substituted the word 
“growth.” Nevertheless, every effort made 
observe good practices and great deal 
success has been achieved with reference 
classroom practices speaking and the 
written work. With reference the stand- 
ards set the guidebook, the committees held 
the admonition Pope, 
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“Be not the first whom the new are 
tried, 


Nor yet the last lay the old aside.” 
The teachers are, however, like the city 
which they live, ready accept the newer 
ways doing things. They agreed, for in- 
stance, teach only the block form letter 
heading and address, use open form 
punctuation outlines, and employ punc- 
tuation only when meaning made clearer 
use it. the other hand, they recom- 
mend the use comma before and 
series because they believe the use the 
comma logical the thought process. They 
observe the rule comma fewer than 
the number items the series,” despite 
the fact that most newspapers today let the 
the 
program grammar usage, the intent the 
course study and the purpose the teach- 


word and substitute for the comma. 


ers eliminate the disputed issues usage 
and concentrate purposefully those mat- 
ters form and diction which are impor- 
tant thinking and reflection cultural 
background. Recently, demonstration 
given fifth grade class, observed that 
the only error grammar evident during 
two-hour period was the failure secure 
proper agreement between the subject and 
the verb. This error occurred several times. 
During the latter part the class time, the 
teacher made good use her opportunity 
drill the correct forms, and, course, 
will follow with repeated attacks and drill 
this very important question. This par- 
ticular teacher had succeeded, with all but 
one two pupils, building sense and use 
the complete sentence. This accomplish- 
ment had been brought about through the 
work that was carried con- 
nection with the geography, social studies, 
science, and mathematics the 
teachers that follow with these children can 


f 


DEVELOPING COURSE STUDY ENGLISH 169 


objective case, the direct object, the object 
preposition, and subject infinitive, 
shall feel that the training has been suc- 
cessful and that the pupils will ready 
the seventh and eighth grade and their 
high school work for further understanding 
these constructions and the grammatical 
principles underlying them. 


The Seattle committees believe that lan- 
guage changing, fluid commodity and 
that students should recognize that styles 
change diction they clothes and 
social customs. Students are amused 
learn that 1850 was acceptable past 
for the verb eat. Young people are far more 
interested the social value acceptable 
speech habits than any type abstract 
reasons grammatical analysis. This 
course does not mean that high school stu- 
dents should not learn the whys things and 
the grammatical principles that underlie lan- 
guage changes. Furthermore, believe that 
when needed all categories and forms should 
called their correct names, 


Experience has shown that formation 
good language habits best accomplished 
through ear training. For giving experience 
speaking, have built strong sequence 
oral work beginning with informal con- 
versation and extending through oral report- 
ing, table talks, group discussion both 
the symposium and round-table forms. 
encourage the development both leadership 
and followership each individual and estab- 
lish early the correct standards for informal 
discussion and for the more formal observance 
parliamentary procedure. encourage 


the give-and-take class criticism 


tempt develop objective attitude 
ward the topic and toward fellow students. 


believe that what young people say 
more important than the way they say it, 
that training thinking and attitudes 
more fundamental than modes expression. 
the other hand, form and order are evi- 
dence good thinking; and sloppy, inco- 
herent, disordered expression reflects unac- 
ceptable habits thought. The point that 
good form, whether organization 
diction, inherent thought content and 
must developed and improved relation 


the actual use and experience the in- 
dividual. 


Correction error either speech 
writing often not easy, but the desire 
succeed carries the student half way toward 
success and the second stage can come best 
through social class situation where the 
teacher and groups students are working 
together toward definite goals conscious 
the minds both, and where accomplish- 
ment terms specific ends clearly set 
and possible attainment. 


The full sweep our evaluation program 
plans for individual growth. believe that 
evaluation continuous process; that 
conscious the mind both student and 
teacher; that terms specific goals; 
and that always step further learn- 
ing. 

these principles are actually put into 
operation, may not attain perfection, but 
shall build desire for improvement and 
awareness the infinite possibility and power 
language correctly used. 


and 


Poor spelling the defect most frequent- 
noted the so-called educated person 
today. Good spelling, social accomplish- 
ment and business requirement, went out 
when the secretary came in. However, the 
high schools and colleges still feel that the 
ability spell correctly should aim 
education. But judging results, the train- 
ing seems all too ineffective. the effort 
really worth while? there something wrong 
with the method? Should abandon the 
aim? 

answer these raises still more ques- 
tions, What spelling”? the word list 
standard the lower and middle schools 
valid Would equal amount effort 
somewhat different direction produce 
better results? effort study this 
problem fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grades, certain tendencies and recurring 
culties were noted, and some experimental 
procedures were set up. They are presented 
here, not conclusions, but merely sug- 
gestions for further investigation. 


Persistent Errors 

One the first observations was that the 
correct spelling word the list did not 
carry over the same word when was used 
content situation. word may spelled 
correctly ten o’clock spelling lesson, 
and misspelled that afternoon social test. 
This true not only for the careless child, 
the one who poor all his work, but 
also for the child who stands high his 
grade. The latter child will have few mis- 
takes and good record his weekly spelling 
lists. has good general ability, and desire 
well provides the incentive per- 
fect this routine matter. But recall 


these words, week, five weeks later, 
almost poor his more careless brother. 

second significant fact the words that 
cause continuing trouble are not long and dif- 
ficult ones. They follow the same pattern 
lists words most frequently misspelled, 
given Too, their, sepa- 
rate, are repeatedly wrong. 

Most discouraging both teacher and 
child the fact that spelling ability shows 
little improvement throughout the year. Al- 
though beautiful graphs are provided the 
spelling books encourage the child let- 
ting him see his improvement, there 
regular progress. The curve irregular, bet- 
ter one week, poorer the next. The one error 
child September the same score May. 
But, unfortunately, the six, seven, eight 
error child also showing the same general 
results the end the year. Some weeks 
may produce nearly perfect score, when ex- 
ceptional effort has been put preparation. 
The discouraging part that amount 
pressure one week’s words makes the 
twenty new words the next week any 
And even the struggle for perfect week 
almost water over the dam when review 
lesson comes. 


must accepted that some children 
are poor spellers. Psychologically speaking, 
they are the non-visual group, those who 
not retain clearly the image the word 
appears print. The disability varies with 
And the fact that 


1Teacher the sixth grade Germantown Friends 
School, Philadelphia. 

John A., Spelling Review. 
Publishing Co. Doyltstown, Penna. 1935. 

P., The Spelling Vocabularies Personal 
and Business Letters. ‘Educ. Monogr. Russell Sage 
Foundation. New York. 1913. 


different individuals. 
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exists way rules out carelessness. This 
certainly primary factor, particularly for 
the child who uninterested, poor his 
general work. But are present methods 
spelling best adapted overcome either the 
poor child’s sloppiness, the good child’s 
visual handicap? Neither these children 
can learn all the words will need the 
course his school and college career. 
Neither can really even the four 
five hundred words presented sixth and 
seventh grades. The mechanics, for them, 
just take too much time. The question is, 
then, what can these children learn that will 
permanent benefit them? How can 
foundation for correct writing built 
these What results can achieved 
that will give the child sense accomplish- 
ment and security? What methods can 
tried bring about the desired results? 


the effort acquaint the child with 
many words possible, basic principle 
has been overlooked. English composition de- 
pends much the correct use words 
rapid succession does the ability 
merely reproduce letters given order. 
The spelling lists are fairly easy, because at- 
tention centered only one word 
time. However, words function only asso- 
ciation with each other. The spelling lists 
may compared the fundamental number 
combinations. child may know the hun- 
dred facts perfectly, but through problems 
they must practiced until uses them 
unvarying form. 


The fact that children know words the 
same way they know number combinations, 
but fail use them correctly was demon- 
strated unexpected test. Two sixth 
grade classes, addition their regular spell- 
ing lists, worked simple misspelled hom- 
onyms. start was made with two, too (two 
uses), and there, their, these 


appear high lists frequently mis- 
spelled words. The spelling and meanings 
were noted, studied for homework, then pre- 
sented dictated sentences. New words 
were added, such its, here, until 
the list comprised about twenty 
nations. The dictation was cumulative. Each 


week not only the new words, but some 
the old ones were given. 


The test was given when the last group 
had been studied, after about eight weeks 
The children came class expecting 
the usual dictation. Just provide little 
variation, the words were given them in- 
dividually, and they were told make 
their own sentences, one for each use the 
word show its different spellings and mean- 
ings. With the exception one child defi- 
nitely below level, the entire group had per- 
fect papers. There was question that they 
understood the principle, and knew the cor- 
rect spelling and the application. Yet their 
general written work, and even the dicta- 
tion which they were reminded watch 
for these words, the errors had been 
Although the words were perfectly known, 
their use was not habitual enough in- 
variable the stream writing. 


content that offers distraction, 
then words must presented ever vary- 
ing content. The habit must established 
checking continually while writing, not 
just when words are given isolated form, 
list. This habit too fundamental not 
developed directly. far has been 
taken care corrections papers, and 
complete rewriting papers with too many 
errors. Word practice has been the spell- 
ing separate words, and very little effort 
has been made specific exercises develop 
attention while writing. This positive ap- 
proach first step towards overcoming 
carelessness. Drill must limited few 
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essential words, seventy-five hundred. 
The number must small provide enough 
repetition make their use habitual. these 
constant small errors are eliminated, the child 
will have general feeling correctness 
about his work. His papers will not come 
back red-penciled that overwhelmed 
failure. will have sense knowing 
what doing. this security will 
stand better chance understanding and 
solving particular spelling 


Along with this training care while 
writing must specific spelling direction. 
This should have three forms—phonetics, 
verbalized characteristics, and use the dic- 
tionary. fifth sixth grade, phonetic 
combinations have become well established. 
The sound the word should still pri- 
mary indication its spelling. But since 
often the letter sequence differs from the 
sound, some method less subject errors 
must introduced. 


Words can grouped distinguishing 
non-visual child can recall 
the letter sequence word, knowing 
falls certain pattern group. These 
groupings are purely arbitrary and will differ 
according the class and the individual. 
Whatever they are, they should kept 
separate pages notebook, and added 
new words are discovered. Some sugges- 
tions might be: 


The before rule, and its exceptions, 


Words that double the final consonant be- 


fore adding “ing. 
Words that drop the final “e” before 
Words that double the first consonant. 


Words that double consonant other than 


the first. 
Words with two more double letters. 


Words with letter. 


Words which the phonetic arrangement 
strikingly different from the pronunciation, 
business, sure. 


Later on, compounds, suffixes, and deriva- 
tions are useful. 


The groupings are not exclusive, nor are 
they without their exceptions. the good 
speller they seem highly But the 
child who has poor visual imagery must have 
recourse noted similarities 
tions order learn even the relatively few 
words most frequently uses. And such 
patterns those listed can only indicate helps 
and offer suggestions. Each child must even- 
tually work out devices for himself. 


Use the dictionary constantly spoken 
about and probably all too infrequently prac- 
ticed, Part the difficulty may that the 
child unable find word because there 
too little training the technique how 
look words. often finds difficult 
know where begin. wants circus, 
and knowing nothing Latin roots, recog- 
nizes the same beginning has 
prise, and looks under Or, the word 
the way pronounces it. hard 
remember all the possible letters and combi- 
nations for the different sounds, and harder 
still practice investigating them. These 
should revised and checked much 
possible. The best training words mis- 
spelled the individual himself. However, 


well not leave this entirely chance, 


but have regular lessons that will give ex- 
perience and practice all. This can de- 
veloped into almost game, and looking 
words the dictionary can have the game 
motivation, 


Remedial Work 


Corrections have twofold purpose, and 
rightly so. One aspect disciplinary, the 


other remedial. Generally the disciplinary 
prod sharper, and more widely used than 
the remedial. This partly due lack 
understanding constructive approach, 
partly desire not kill too much the 
spirit the law. One group practiced for 
time having all child’s misspelled words 
added his spelling list for the week. 
consequence, the child writing tried 
confine his vocabulary words knew how 
spell, and often really forceful word was 
abandoned for colorless synonym. There 
question that something the nature 
check penalty must used restrain nat- 
ural carelessness. Also, the adage good: 
“Let the punishment fit the crime.” For this 
number correct presentations seems rea- 
sonable, and, for the teacher, medicine easy 
administer. However, Fernald* has pointed 
out that these repetitions are meaningless 
the non-visual child, and possibly confusing. 
Anyone who has observed child write 
word nineteen times, and the twentieth 
time spell incorrectly will agree with this. 


Training careful writing must root 
awareness when especially alert. 
order make child more observant, may 
given practice finding his own mistakes. 
the start, the space which the error 
occurs and the words involved must very 
limited. The sentence which investi- 
gate marked, and the child decides con- 
sulting the lists his book, list desig- 
nated for that special lesson, which word 
wrong. then studies the rule and writes 
the sentence correctly before proceeding with 
the step outlined the paragraph above. 
This may resolve times into trial and 
error But when discovers the word 
through elimination, his effort gives him 
little more recognition correct words. 


Grace M., Remedial Techniques Basic 
School Subjects. McGraw Hill Book Co. New York. 
1943, 187. 
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The psychological validity the meth- 
the wrong rather than the right form. Tim- 
ing and limited number possible errors 
both serve safeguards. The idea should not 
tried until the child has sufficient security 
know what right. Also, the start, 
order avoid floundering among too many 
uncertainties, such corrections should made 
only the sentences used dictation. Here 
the other words are easy and familiar enough 


not confuse him. 


These dictation sentences, few given 
every day, are the positive form correc- 
tions. The field attention directed be- 
forehand, through constant reminders and 
review, the critical points. The child 
aware what must watch, and given time 
think. writes, pauses and makes 
his corrections ahead time. Through con- 
tinued practice, selects the right form fre- 
quently enough establish habit that 
carries over into all his written work. 


continuing mistakes occur word 
words from any special group, that group 
list should learned verbatim. this way 
more associations are built for the rightness 
the habitually misspelled word. Every time 
approve seen written, series other 
words that double the first consonant will 
come mind. The use any one will give 
practice the recall all. This association 
may seem meager, but any reminders through 
verbalized characteristics are help the 
non-visual child. 


All words should not subject the 
same penalties and corrective measures. There 
are two classes words considered. 
One group consists simple homonyms pre- 
viously described; common words grouped 
significant characteristics, coming, preferred, 
success; certain frequently misspelled words 
taken from list such Lester Ayres (see 
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above.) Such words are basic every effort 
must made establish their habitual cor- 
rect use. They should therefore subject 
continually the procedures outlined above. 


The second group comprises the unusual 
occasional word, evidence enlarging 
vocabulary, which should given every en- 
couragement. Probably the ideal way deal 
with these words would have the child, 
while writing, underline any word about 
which doubtful and check the 
dictionary later time. However, this 
particular age, even pausing consider the 
spelling word may cause him discard 
it. probably better let such words 
marked the teacher. These words make 
excellent dictionary and the fact 
must trouble look them serves de- 
terrent for plain laziness and carelessness. 
The hope that eventually will learn 
check the word before writes it. 


Attainable Steps 

These particular methods for teaching 
spelling not provide for the usual number 
words presented this level. best two 
three hundred words will covered 
the four years’ work. But, has been pointed 
out, brief exposure large number 
words has little permanent value for any ex- 
cept the good spellers. Also, even large lists 
will not cover all the words that are being 
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acquired this period. Any comparison 
the different sets words spelling lists 
and the Metropolitan Achievement Tests 
shows wide variation choice. And this 
diversity increases steadily with the introduc- 


tion more specialized words, both scientif- 
and literary. 


What steps then can attempted? 
smaller number words can taught more 
thoroughly. Certain guiding rules can 
given. Words can learned through ver- 
balizations and devices that associate the char- 
acteristic letter combinations for easier recall. 
Ability use the dictionary can devel- 
oped planned activity and 
Most important, the habit care and 
thought while writing can positively prac- 
ticed. Drill can given little words and 
few words most frequently misspelled. This 
drill must lead the unvarying use these 
words correctly. 


these goals, even not achieved com- 
pletely, can set aims for the mid- 
dle school, the end the eighth grade the 
child will have gained sureness writing 
and better understanding how meet 
his spelling problems. will have sense 
security the basic rightness his work. 
this foundation can the more 
elaborate structure high school and college 
rhetoric. 


Courtesy through Letters 


Courtesy through letter-writing the 
next job for the English teacher. have 
taught our little charges how answer the 
telephone, how introduce the deacon 
Grandfather Brown, how order meal 
trans-continental stream-liner. hope they 
know how publish class newspaper (and 
weekly!), how form multitudinous com- 
mittees, how petition the principal, and, 
fact, practically how get along without 
the teacher. These things are the English 
books and it’s not our fault the boys and 
girls don’t catch on. With all this social activ- 
ity, it’s remarkable how much real English 
they really learn. (As matter fact, they 
don’t get too much—witness the spelling, 
punctuation, penmanship, composition, etc., 
most pupils.) But any rate, the Na- 
tional Council some such organization has 
decreed that these social aspects humanity 
are part every modern English curriculum. 
Certainly, could teach little polite- 
ness this confusing world would not 
out place. 


Courtesy should very common virtue, 
but isn’t; and people ought write decent 
letters, but they don’t. So, enterprising 
English specialists, let’s bring the two together 
and teach courtesy through letter-writing, 
the other way around. 


After pupils leave school and/or grow up, 
99% them take pen hand only 
write letter. People are concerned with 
other kind composition—except few 


school teachers writing papers for courses and 
theses for degrees, and the infinitesimal num- 
ber professionals contributing the in- 
tellectual progress the world. Hence, 


pupils learn anything all English com- 
position, they should know how write 
timely, straight-forward, and interesting let- 
ter. 


teach them the form the letter. 
are wise, carefully and slowly, 
and drill them over and over. After 
while the form the letter, traditional 
among civilized people, burned into them 
and they’ll never where the commas 
go, and how arrange the margins. 


But while teach the form, bring 
number other things, like How the 
Post Office Operates; Stamp Collecting; 
Famous Letters Famous People; and other 
Courtesy? 


And why not teach 


Courtesy, like respectability, almost 
old-fashioned. Probably it’s because people 
are too busy polite and considerate, 
perhaps there’s money it. Once upon 
time boys removed their hats the presence 
their elders, the clergy, their teachers, and 
other symbols authority; and girls knew 
the precepts modest decorum. Perhaps 
through letter-writing, for the benefit 
irritable populace, courtesy may part 
revived. 


September, for example, good time 
begin. “How many were invited,” asks the 
teacher, spend the summer the beach 
the mountains the farm?”—“And 
how many remembered write letter 
thanks Grandma Uncle John 
Mother’s best 
think,” etc. 


don’t you 
Gradually dawns upon boys and girls 


1Principal the Francis Parkman School, Jamaica 
Plain, Mass. 


175 


176 


that there art accepting things grace- 
fully, not the least which acknowledging 
the obligation, the commonest way being 
letter thanks: 


Dear Grandma, 

You will glad know that ar- 
rived home about nine o’clock. was the 
best vacation ever had. Tom most 
all remembers driving home the cows, 
while liked taking care the chickens. 
won’t forget this summer long 
live. all send you our sincere 

Love, 
Alice 
It’s surprising how many boys and girls 
never heard bread-and-butter letter, and 
you wonder their parents ever did either. 
So, least can expose our pupils the 
idea, and hope, frequent drill letters 
like this, that one facet the jewel, courtesy, 
has been polished. 


Along comes Christmas. And boys and 
girls write letters thanks any more? Not 
unless some one stands over them and practi- 
cally dictates page. English teachers 
suggest little more courtesy and another 
type letter: 


Dear Aunt Virginia, 

How surprised was open your 
Christmas package and find new foun- 
tain-pen. You must have known that 
old one was broken. think the best way 
thank you use the first time for 
this letter. You are very kind remem- 
ber me. 


Yours sincerely, 


Charles 

Here again boys and girls are quite aston- 
ished realize that accepting favors and 
services and gifts entails more than per- 
functory nod the head—and telephones 
don’t count. small thing teach 
boys and girls that they can’t say “thank 
you” face face, the next best thing, and 
the traditional thing, write decent 
letter. 
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Most boys and girls accept the sicknesses 
and misfortunes other people something 
outside the orbit their daily lives. But 
there comes inevitable day when children 
grow and have meet distresses and 
tragedies among their fellow-men. Some peo- 
ple hide their heads and some run away; but 
for those who remain, there should within 
them the power write tender and heart- 
warming letter. For intercourse the soul 
friendship; and, among friends, one should 
not weep alone. Hence, the English teacher 
habituates the pupils letters like this: 


Dear Mrs. Jameson, 


with deep regret that extend 
sympathy you the occasion your 
husband’s death. During these unhappy 
days, want you know that your 
friends are mindful your great sorrow. 


Yours very sincerely, 

Thomas Barrett 
Then there are other occasions for which 
boys and girls should prepared write 
respectable letter. Here original written 


hospital: 


Dear Raymond, 


I’m sorry hear 

your illness. 

hope soon 

get well. 

But you must 
having flowers 
every Type and 
description, 

From the lowest 

daisy the highest 
orchid, 

And chocolates 
bet you have your fill. 
So, dear Raymond, not 
despair. 

But don’t let 
Your head. 


Yours truly, 


George 


Finally, boys and girls ought know how 
congratulate their friends and acquaint- 
ances the joyful occasions that now and 
then come all. They ought taught 
that half the joy success and achievement 
comes from sharing with others. And 
all the letters and all the occasions, the 
time well-wishing certainly the most 
felicitous. simple message congratula- 
tion for graduation reached, promotion 
earned, medal won, betrothal an- 
nounced—is more heart-warming than boys 
and girls, their tender age, can possibly 
imagine. They should, therefore, taught 
how use the language culture and re- 
finement against the day when their words 
shall real significance, when they shall 
admitted the company true polite- 
ness and add the sum human joy. 


Dear Jerry, 


How happy learn your re- 
cent promotion. You have overcome great 
difficulties reach this reward, and you 


When Mr. Roosevelt died last spring, 
class did its best for him. Six serious contri- 
butions out attempts, turned 
out within hour, were considered good 
enough read before the school assem- 
bly less than half hour after they had been 
finished. One the six came from in- 
attentive little soul who’d done nothing else 
worth noticing during the year. repro- 
duced here for that reason alone: 


Today our flags fly half mast 
Because great, great man has passed; 
was man who was loved all. 
The whole earth shook when had fall. 
His bravery everlasting and this fact 
shall stand 
gave strength and courage fight 
for our land. 
grades, the contributor was constant 
repeater! 
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must believe that all your friends are de- 
lighted with your success. look forward 
congratulating you face face. 


Sincerely yours, 


Arthur 
Through letter-writing, therefore, teach- 


ers English have admirable opportunity 
revealing the possibilities refined and 
charitable intercourse among human beings. 
these days democratic equality, where 
each conscious his rights and perhaps 
scornful his duties, not the least service 
school might instill some gentility 
into the hearts its pupils. The prospects 
atomic age shrivel the idea chivalry 
among men; yet the hearts children are 
fertile soil for teaching the amenities life. 
letter-writing, teachers may, therefore, 
suggest the form and content useful cor- 
respondence, and, what less important, 
they may develop their pupils that sense 
timeliness—when letter from friend 


like familiar and welcome voice ringing 
the ears. 


conclusion, may add, it’s lot 
terrific hard work. gave whole Christ- 
mas and Easter vacation the project for 
ten years well many week ends, and 
evenings—and often cash—but learned 
lot and was well repaid the genuine ap- 
preciation accorded efforts, not only from 
the children’s angle but from the neighbor- 
hood and from those concerned with adminis- 
tration well. And from practical stand- 
point, any other hobby would have cost 
much more while the satisfaction would 
have been confined the realm the pure- 
personal. But would much better for 
the school there were board directors 
charge and the work were spread 
out equally. Confined was the efforts 
had made its behalf, the project died 
with transfer another school this fall. 


The Educational Scene 


Lambda Theta, the National Association 
for Women Education, announces two 
awards for research professional problems 
women. They will consist $400 each 
and are granted before August 
15, 1946 for significant research study 
education. Contestants are free arrange 
for subsequent publication study sub- 
mitted. Three copies the final report 
the study must submitted the Commit- 
tee Studies and Awards July 1946. 
Additional information concerning the awards 
will furnished upon request the chair- 
man the Committee, Bess Goodykoontz, 
Office Education, Washington 25, 


The Newsletter, published the Bureau 
Educational Research Ohio State Uni- 
versity, reports that grant $150,000 for 
two years given the Davella Mills Foun- 
dation 


International Films Foundation, 


Inc., “to promote better 
tween people different nations, races, and 
religions” through the use documentary 
films. The trustees the Foundation believe 
films are the most effective medium for 
educating masses people international 
relations. Ten pictures interpreting the peo- 
ple Russia, China, Poland, and Turkey are 
now production and will shown the 
United States. Plans include sending produc- 
tion crews abroad take similar films 
other countries Europe this year and either 
India China next year. Pictures 
American life will produced here and sent 
abroad. Distribution will handled through 
existing film libraries and other channels. 
Curriculum Service Bureau for International 
Studies Columbia University will help pre- 
pare foreign language versions and teachers’ 
guides for the films. 


The newest government report (available 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, 
fifteen cents) school libraries re- 
veals that there were average 4.51 
volumes per pupil schools with centralized 
libraries, 3.05 volumes where there were class- 
room selections only, and 3.01 volumes per 
pupil where there were home selections only. 


Among the fifty outstanding books 
1945 selected members the American 
Library Association are Adamic, Nation 
Nations; DuBois, Color and Democracy; Har- 
vard University Faculty, General Education 
Free Society; Langley, Lion The 
Streets; Lauterbach, The Russians; Lewis, Cass 
Timberlane; Mauldin, Front; Mencken, 
The American Language; Norris, The Fighting 
Liberal; Simonov, Days and Nights; Smyth, 
Atomic Energy for Military Purposes; Snow, 
The Pattern Soviet Power; Stegner, One 
Nation; Steinbeck, Cannery Row; Wallace, 
Sixty Million Jobs; Welles, Intelligen: 
American’s Guide the Peace; Wise, The 
Springfield Plan; Woodward, Tom Paine; 
Wright, Black Boy; The Best from Yank. 

new publication the American Edu- 
cation Fellowship Service Center Pamphlet 
Series called Teaching the People’s Lan- 
guage Paul Witty and Lou LaBrant. 
though brief, the discussion rich illustra- 
tions and practical help for the teacher who 
wishes apply the newest conceptions 
language instrument social communi- 
cation and social action the elementary 
published 
Hinds, Hayden, and Eldridge New York 
twenty-five cents. 


secondary classrooms. 


joint committee the American Asso- 
ciation University Women and the Asso- 
ciation for Childhood Education working 
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for the appointment consultant chil- 
dren’s literature the staff the Library 


Congress Washington. The organiza- 
tions point out that what children will read 
destined play most important part not 
only our own democracy but inter- 
national development well, and that the 
establishment the United Nations Organi- 
zation Headquarters our country would 
seem make even more important the ap- 
pointment consultant toward whom re- 
search workers can turn. 


The keynotes the 1946 observance 
Pan-American Day, April 14, will “Free 
and United, the Americas Forward.” 
Posters, descriptive articles, student-teacher 
manual, and observations and suggestions for 
observance Pan-American Day may 
secured 
Washington, 


Pan-American Union, 


The National Conference Research 
English wishes call the attention teach- 
ers, supervisors, and curriculum workers 
the elementary school the titles num- 
ber helpful bulletins. limited supply 
those reports available through the pub- 
lishers, Scott, Foresman and Co., Chicago, 


Elementary School English, 1934-1936. 
Report the Committee Unpub- 
lished Research, Bess Goodykoontz, Chairman, 
National. Conference Research English, 
(.35) 


Fourth Annual Research Bulletin, Re- 
search Problems Reading the Ele- 
mentary School. 

Report the Bulletin Committee, 

Durrell, Chairman, with Evaluations 

Paul McKee, William Gray, and Arthur 

Gates, 1936 (.50) 


Fifth Annual Research Bulletin, Principles 
Method Elementary English Com- 

Report the Bulletin Committee, 

Harry Greene, Chairman, with Evalua- 


tions Lyman, Ethel Mabie Falk, 

Trabue, Brunner, Fannie Ragland, 

and Clara Young, 1937 (.50) 

Sixth Annual Research Bulletin, Elemen- 
tary School Language Textbooks. 

Committee Report, Mildred Dawson, 
Chairman, with Evaluations Buck- 
ingham, Ida Jewett, Trabue, 1938 
(.60) 

Seventh Annual Research Bulletin, Voca- 
bulary Problems the Elementary School. 

Digest Current Research Com- 
mittee the National Conference Re- 
search English, Conrad Seegers, Chair- 
man, Edward Dolch and Trabue, 
with Critiques William Gray, Thomas 
Knott, Edward Lee Thorndike, 1939 (.60) 
Eighth Annual Research Evalu- 

ating Instruction English the Ele- 

mentary Schools New York. 

Report the Regents’ Inquiry Into 
the Character and Cost Public Education 
New York State, Dora Smith, 1941 
(1.00) 

Ninth Annual Research Bulletin, Reading 

the Intermediate Grades (Grades IV, 


and VI) 

Prepared Committee the National 
Conference Research English, Gertrude 
Whipple, Chairman, May Hill Arbuthnot, 
Edward Keener, Alfred Lewerenz, and 
Gerald Yoakam, 1941 (1.80) 


Available also the Handbook English 
for Boys and Girls, reference book for chil- 
dren the intermediate grades, prepared 
committee the National Conference 
Research English, Robert Pooley, Chair- 
man, Delia Kibbe, Lou Brant, edited 


(.72) Scott, Foresman and 
Company, 1939. 


All prices given are list prices. quan- 
tity orders percent discount allowed, 
Chicago. 


The Tenth Annual Summer Conference 
Reading will held Peabody College 
during the week July 8-13. The program 
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will consist intensive consideration 
the problems reading instruction and re- 
lated fields elementary and high school 
Nationally known specialists will 
appear this program. This short course 
will carry college credit for those desiring 
the same but may audited without credit- 
course enrollment. The facilities the Child 
Study Clinic will available for observation 
and training clinical techniques. Seminar 
group meetings and individual conferences 
will featured, 
special laboratory activities, and clinical train- 


Basic methods courses, 


ing will available college offerings. For 
further information and bulletins, address 
Ullin Leavell, Director, Child Study 
Clinic, Peabody College, Nashville Tennes- 


see. 


Here are the Junior Guild selections for 
the month April, 1946: 


For boys and girls and years 
age: 


The Runaway Shuttle Train. Muriel Fuller. 
David McKay, $2.00. 


For boys and girls 10, and years 
age: 


Are the Government. Mary Elting 
collaboration with Margaret Gossett. Dou- 
bleday, $2.50. 


For older girls, years age: 
Going Sixteen. Betty West- 


minister Press. $2.00. 


For older boys, years age: 


Petar’s Treasure. Clara Ingram Judson, 
Houghton Mifflin. 


The committee nominate officers the 
National Council Teachers English 
serve for one year, beginning the close 
the Annual Meeting next November are: 
Cross, Chairman, John DeBoer, 


Helen Hanlon, Marquis Shattuck, and Marion 
Sheridan. Their nominations, which appear 
below, may supplemented others made 
petition twenty members the Board 
Directors the Council, accompanied 
written consent the nominees. The Coun- 
cil constitution also provides for nomination 
from the floor the Board Directors when 
proceeds the election its last session 
connection with the convention next 
Thanksgiving. The slate follows: 
For President: Porter Perrin, 

Colgate University 


For First Vice-Pres.: Thomas Pollock, 
New York University 


For Second Vice-Pres.: Harlen Adams, 
Stanford University 


For Sec.-Treas.: Wilbur Hatfield, 
Chicago Teachers College 


For Directors-at-Large (six elected) 


Fries, University Michigan 
Southwick, Froebel School, 
Gary, Indiana 


Hardy Finch, Greenwich (Connecti- 
cut) High School 


Helen Rand Miller, Evanston 
Township High School 


Lucia Mirrielees, University Mon- 
tana 


Margaret 


George Sullivan, Long Island City 
High School, New York City 


The Michigan State Library and the 
Michigan Department Public Instruction 
have published leaflet entitled Library Serv- 
ice for the One and Two Room School which 
should value many librarians who 
have charge small libraries. Single copies 
the may received free librarians 
upon request the Michigan State Library, 
Lansing 13. 
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important new report the Problems 
and Policies Committee the American 
Council Education and the Educational 
Policies Commission the NEA deals with 
federal-state relations education. con- 
sidering the drift toward the federation 
education the United States, the committee 
set forth fundamental policies and principles 
action that should guide the future de- 
velopment federal-state relations educa- 
tion. The report available from the National 
1201 Sixteenth St., 
W., Washington for twenty-five 
cents copy. 


survey the National Opinion Re- 
search Center the University Denver 
reveals that forty-five per cent the people 
interviewed seventeen cities did not know 
where the public library their city gets its 


money and twenty-two per cent more were 
uncertain. Sixty-three per cent the people 
could not tell whether the public library 
their city receives much money needs 
more. 


volume proceedings the Third 
Annual Visual Education Institute held under 
the direction the University Wisconsin 
summer now available. The section 
the University Wisconsin includes reports 
demonstrations the teaching film and 
addresses leading experts the field 
audio-visual aids. Among the topics discussed 
are “Problems Utilization and Selection 
Film,” “Help Select the Projectors!,” 
“Looking and Listening,” Films Serve 
Rural Areas?,” and “What Can Learn 
from the Navy Training Program?” 


Review and Criticism 


this issue are Elizabeth Guilfoile, Bernardine Schmidt, Dorothy 


Smith, and Ivah Green. 


FOR TEACHERS 
The Appraisal Practices Read- 

ing. Compiled and edited William 

Gray. Proceedings the Annual Con- 

ference Reading Held the Univer- 

sity Chicago, Volume VII. The Univer- 
sity Chicago Press, $2.00. 

new volume proceedings Uni- 
versity Chicago Reading Conference al- 
ways welcome students reading who 
wish keep abreast current thought and 
practice the field, this latest collection 
proves exceptionally rich both stimu- 
lation and information. 


Examples the type material which 
teachers, college instructors, administrators, 
supervisors, and teachers will read with keen 
interest keep hand for ready reference 
are the comprehensive and practical enumera- 
tion criteria for appraising reading pro- 
grams, the lists recent books for library 
and class use the various levels, the ex- 
cellent summaries remedial procedures, 
and Dr. Buswell’s report his study 
oral” reading. section including papers 
publishers trends textbook making 
new and interesting feature. 


Some unavoidable duplication ideas 
contained earlier volumes evident 
these Proceedings, but the contributors, who 
include such research workers Betts, Witty, 
Traxler, and Wheat, well numerous 
librarians and classroom teachers, have pro- 
vided surprisingly fresh treatments familiar 
subjects. usual, the volume gives evidence 
painstaking and skillful editorial prepara- 
tion. 


FOR CHILDREN 
Thorndike Century Beginning 
Thorndike. Scott, Foresman, $1.60. 
This new dictionary-textbook sets out 
accomplish for fourth and fifth grade chil- 
dren what the earlier well-known members 
the series comprising the Thorndike-Century 
Junior and the Thorndike-Century Senior dic- 
tionaries sought for the upper school 


Unsigned annotations are the editor. 


levels. means scientific selection 
terms and the simplification definitions 
undertakes make the school dictionary 
usable instrument for children and effec- 
tive introduction adult dictionary use. 


The first part the volume series 
lessons the use the dictionary. pro- 
vide for differences children’s ability, the 
author has distinguished two levels dic- 
tionary study, the one embracing such simple 
skills finding words alphabetical order, 
use guide words, comprehension defini- 
tions and diagrams, and the like, and the 
second the recognition the more difficult 
pronunciation symbols, finding root words, 
discovering the meaning unknown 
word definition, and other skills com- 
parable difficulty. 


The scholarly character the work at- 
tested the pioneer vocabulary studies 
the author and the distinguished list lin- 
guists who served consultants. Format 
keeping with the best current practice 


textbook making. 


Minor faults such project this are 
inevitable. Some the definitions, for ex- 
ample, are less helpful than even upper grade 
pupils might reasonably ask. Convulsion, for 
example, defined violent contraction 
“not offensive;” offensive described giv- 
ing offense.” these cases the illustrative 
sentences help. Azalea brings the definition, 
“any one certain plants bearing many 
showy flowers,” and there illustration. 
Criticizing definitions that must once 
simple, accurate, and highly informative 
course much easier than making them. 
Figurative uses words are sometimes omit- 
ted, the word dabble, which given 
“play,” although probably the most common 
meaning the word “deal lightly, 
slightly, superficially with subject 
hobby.” linguist could better with this 
than thumbnail effort. But 


certainly What child 
would not conclude that “children often 
dabble the playground after 


These examples are taken random, and 
many more could probably found. But 
such illustrations merely demonstrate the fact 
that dictionary can more than approxi- 
mate the common uses words, and that 
meaning rests ultimately upon the pattern 
words and people and events which given 
word used. Both the textbook and the dic- 
tionary sections are the product great skill 
and precise knowledge, and represent highly 
valuable contribution the elementary 
teacher’s tool kit. And the fact that com- 
plicated instrument can made available 


$1.60 tribute the schoolbook indus- 
try. 


Echo Cry. Mai-Mai Sze. Illustrated 
the author. Harcourt, $2.50. 

The daughter Chinese diplomat re- 
calls the memories her childhood, school- 
days England, life the United States— 
Washington and later Wellesley—travel- 
ing and painting France, and visits 
China. She writes with delicacy, humor, and 
sensitivity. Even child she had sense 
proportion and the ability understand 
the relationships that existed 
sons, events and environment. Perhaps be- 
cause her heritage Chinese philosophy 
she was able adapt herself people 
different social status and religious beliefs, 
finding good all, and with wisdom looking 
forward the day when fact this will 
One World. book great charm and 
substance, one that will enjoyed was 
Lady the Chinese Courtyard” gener- 


Mystery the Logging Camp. Dickson 
Reynolds. Illustrated Grattan Condon. 
Nelson. 

Peter wishes high rigger. had 
grown the forests the North Pacific, 
where all the men and boys worked the 
logging industry. Like all boys Peter chose 
the most adventurous and dangerous job, but 
was lucky enough able help 
catching log thief and got his first promo- 
tion the job whistle punk. 
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The Mule Skinner, Myra Reed Richardson. 
Illustrated Louis Glanzman. Vik- 
ing, $2.00. 

Tim was thirteen when tried enlist 
the Coast Guard and was told the re- 
cruiting officer would have wait for 
five years. spent exciting summer 
his Uncle Bill’s farm with his friend Jock 
and Pal the donkey. Things happen wherever 
Tim and Pal appear, and they find way 
after all for serving their country. Tim 
boy that even the grown-up readers will like. 

The Kitten Stand. Elizabeth Coatsworth. 

Illustrated Katherine Keeler. Grosset 

Dunlap, 50c. 


Reuben and His Red Wheelbarrow. Eliza- 
beth Daliesh. Illustrated Ilse Bischoff. 
Grossett Dunlap, 50c. 

These are the two latest Story Parade 
Picture Books, written experienced au- 
thors, illustrated skillful artists, and de- 
signed and produced The Artists and 
Writers Guild. The stories are modern and 
childlike, interesting and well-written. They 
may not deathless literature—but how 
many books are? long step forward 
the publishing business provide such ex- 
cellent quality modest price. Every- 
thing about these books expression 
good taste. 


Bramble Bush. Marguerite Dickson. Illus- 
trated Ruth King. Nelson. 

Mary Elizabeth forgets personal disap- 
pointment while giving time and thought 
helping solve the greater problems other 
She also learns get along with other 
people and get satisfaction out many 
kinds things. Suitable for adolescent girls, 


trated Gustaf Tenggren. Simon and 
Shuster, $1.50. 
This Giant Golden Book with fifty 

stories and poems and one hundred colored 

pictures. And very attractive book is, 
too. The stories farm life are modern 
content but old wisdom. Tenggren’s illus- 
trations are perfect complement whether 
six page large double-page spreads. 
They are fun without being vulgar, decora- 
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tive without being vain, and colorful without 
being blatant. With author, artist, publisher, 
and printer doing teamwork like this looks 
though American picture books are coming 


Children South Africa. Louise Stine- 
Illustrated Eva Watson. Lippin- 
cott, $2.00. 

Boys and girls the ages through 
years will delighted with these stories. 
From Pietor Tanganyika, who aspires 
follow the footsteps his father, Keake, 
who lived beside the roaring Victoria Falls, 
these children have interesting adventures. 
The author combines dramatic power and 
good writing with intimate knowledge 
both the white and black peoples South 
Africa make very readable book. 

The Bear That Frank Tashlin. 
Illustrated the author. Dutton, $1.25. 
Hollywood artist with tongue cheek 

has written satire Big Business for the 

grown-ups. For the young folks jolly 
story bear that was mistaken for silly 
man who needs shave and wears fur coat.” 

all came about because when the bear was 

hibernating factory was built over his cave. 

When woke walked into the factory 

and right into trouble. The foreman took him 

via the flat-headed general manager and three 
flat-headed vice-presidents the president 
himself. They all took him the zoo and 
then the circus spite his gentle pro- 
tests that really was bear. After hearing 
the same verdict everywhere, silly man 
who needs shave and wears fur coat,” 
the poor bear almost died snowdrift be- 
fore realized that wasn’t silly man, 
silly bear either. The mock-seriousness 
the illustrations delightful. Each suc- 
ceeding office has more elegant furnishings, 
one more telephone, one more stenographer, 
one more waste-basket than the one before. 
Withal has the simplicity cumulative 


Trouble the Ark. Tony Maclay. Veri- 
tas Press, $1.00. 
This the story the battles that raged 
the ark while the storm raged without. 
read between the lines too, you 


THE ELEMENTARY ENGLISH REVIEW 


laugh the dismay the animals when 
they found the fierceness their fight was 
breaking the boat, bit bit. course 
they did what all wise animals would do: 
they stopped fighting and helped each other 
repair the boat until the calm, peaceful dove 
sighted land. (He had gone seek the 
olive branch when the fight waxed hottest! 
The humorous illustrations will tickle the 
visual palates children and parents and 
teachers alike. And the story fun for chil- 
dren and something more than that for their 
elders. 


the Puppy Grow. William 
Ruth Carroll. Crowell. 
Pre-school and kindergarten children will 

like these pictures the puppy who grows 

little more each page. The six seven 

year olds who like “read for myself” 

will find added attraction the brief 
sentence which accompanies each ightful 

line drawing. 


Animals Here and Pelagie Doane. 

Garden City Press. 

This slim volume illustrated with 
veritable treasure house beautiful animal 
pictures. Animals the farm, the city, 
the brook, the meadow, and the 
woods are grouped with others their kind 
and show groups well encom- 
passing scenes. The coloring once soft 
and vivid; the black-and whites are charcoal 
effects with clarity and precision line. Each 
page picture includes brief paragraph 
about the animals selected—what they eat, 
how they protect themselves and what they 
do. The reading can done children 
third grade ability, but the “stories” can 
read those much younger. 


Skippy’s Family. Stephen Meader. 
Illustrated Elizabeth Korn. 
court, $2.00. 

Boys and girls will enjoy this intimate 
and affectionate story the little stray who 
found himself home and adopted family. 
The writer might have addressed his book 
little more consistently the juvenile 
reader the improvement both material 
and treatment. 
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The Icebox Family. Proudfit. Illus- 
trated Caroline Matson. McKay, 50c. 
Designed for small children, this book 

absurd rather than humorous imaginative. 

Betsy and the Bays. Written and illustrated 
Carolyn Harcourt, $2.00. 
Betsy and her brother and other play- 

mates learn many things about living and 

working together this book, which easy 
reading for the year age group. This 
typical book though perhaps 
the upper quartile this class juvenile 
fiction. 


Are the Government. Mary Elting. 
Illustrations Jeanne Bendick. Double- 
day, Doran and Co., $2.50. 

excellent explanation how our gov- 
ernment was planned and how run. Sen- 
tences and vocabulary are simple enough for 
intermediate grade children understand. 
Colorful illustrations make the information 
contained the text even clearer. 


Material that often too abstract and 
remote interesting upper grade and 
high school students here made stimulating 
and illuminating. 


LANGUAGE THE INTERMEDIATE GRADES 
from Page 164) 


The ability have antecedents 
pronouns clear. 

The ability sense main ideas and 
show them paragraphs. 

The ability enunciate clearly and 
correctly. 

The ability make everyone hear 
whenever speaking. 


Each these separate abilities may not 
require definite lesson develop but teacher 


and pupils need actively conscious 
them. 


The need for correct usage probably 
the one that has, years past, received the 
greater portion the attention the teach- 
and the time the class. Such items 
punctuation, capitalization, and manuscript 


form are included this aspect language 
instruction. 


intermediate grade pupil needs 
have definite instruction the social ameni- 
ties required any important language 
activities, The giving reports, for example, 
calls for the ability talk without using 


mannerisms, the ability use pleasant 
voice, the ability answer questions asked 


about the topic, the ability talk with ease 
and informality. 


Summary 


There are from eight twelve major 
language activities concerning which any one 
needs knowledge, skills and desirable atti- 
tudes. Each these important language 
activities should broken into smaller 
definite instructional jobs. These will deter- 
mine the plans and the kinds lessons that 
teacher will use. Underlying these impor- 
tant language activities and specific lessons 
that make each language activity are four 
needs kept mind any language in- 
struction: child needs help discovering 
that has something say write; 
needs help developing clearness and exact- 
ness talking writing; needs instruc- 
tion correct usage what says 
writes; and needs instruction how 


pleasantly and agreeably for his asso- 
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Three outstanding series 


basic language 


ENGLISH ACTION 
Tressler and Others 


unified program grammar and composition for grades three 
through eight with flexible organization, rich content, and lively 
style. Includes material for self-checking practice, specialized pro- 
vision for individual needs, and highly convenient grouping 
language skills. 1944 edition. Complete with Practice Books, Answer 
Books, and Manuals. 


READING FOR INTEREST 
Witty and Others 


Distinguished for its literary quality and high interest value, this 
basal series twelve books for grades one through six makes learn- 
ing read enjoyable experience. Gradual and natural vocabulary 
development, effective readiness program, and appealing illustrations. 
Manual for each grade and General Manual for the series. 


SPELLING WRITE 
Wheeler and Moore 


strong new series for grades two through eight designed make 
spelling vital, functional part the whole school program. Based 
upon extensive research and sound modern practice. Provides for 
individual approach the study each new word, and insures 
mastery sound presentation-study-test plan. 


New York Chicago Atlanta San Francisco Dallas 


provide for cumulative development 


HEATH AND COMPANY 


London 


Word 


Development 


that’s NATURAL USING WORDS 


BILLINGTON 
Assistant Professor Education 
State College, San Jose, California 


spelling program assure 
accuracy and confidence. 


Grades 2-8 


SILVER BURDETT COMPANY 


NEW YORK CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 


For Better Results Language 


CHILDREN LEARN 
WRITE 


FANNIE RAGLAND, 


DAILY DRILLS 
Language Skills 


Betts, GREENE, AREY, LIDDELL 


Workbooks Language for 
Grades 3-8 (Grades and prepara- 
tion) 


Practical, Comprehensive 
Can used with any series lan- 
guage texts 


Provide great abundance prac- 


cents 
tice and drill material each skill 


Require little teacher-supervision 


Representative NATIONAL COUNCIL 


TEACHERS ENGLISH 
ROW, PETERSON AND COMPANY 211 68th St., Chicago 21, 
New York EVANSTON, ILL. San Francisco 
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ENGLISH EVERY 


New York 


others: OUR LANGUAGE 
hich makes modern language teaching possible any 
acquires mastery the basic skills essential 


from the daily experiences living. 


ENGLISH 


ades and that puts life into the study 


arouses and holds 


YOU AND YOUR ENGLISH 
ENGLISH FOR YOUR WORLD 


Vrite for further information 


opportunities for language 
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PUTTING ENGLISH WORK 
ENGLISH YOUR SERVICE 
PLAY GREATER SKILL ENGLISH 


form and usage organized, enlivened 
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